
In veterinary medicine, as in human 
medicine, total hip replacement is the 
most effective method 
for the treatment of hip dysplasia and severe osteoarthritis of 
this joint, which can eliminate joint pain at the root and allow 
complete functional recovery. 

Other treatments, such as pharmacological therapies, acupuncture, golden bits, 
physiotherapy, amputation of the femoral head or acetaboloplasty, are not able 
to prevent arthrotic evolution, eliminate joint pain and allow adequate and 
satisfactory functional recovery. 
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Total Hip Replacement 
A modern and effective solution also for dogs

 

Severe dysplasia in 
puppies 
Surgery can be already 
done at the age of 6-7 
months 

Severe dysplasia in 
adult dogs 
Because of the 
progressive nature of 
dysplasia, ostessarthritis 
progresses year after 
year. 

Severe dysplasia in 
old dogs 
It is also possible to 
intervene in old age with 
appropriate measures.

EFFECTIVE 
Recovery of muscle 

masses weakened by 
dysplasia testifies to 
functional recovery
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SAFE 

Titanium implants ensure 
maximum compatibility 
and no risk of rejection
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TESTED 

20 years of experience in 
total hip replacement in 
dogs is based on over 
20,000 interventions 
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Harpo, 6 year old Labrador, 5 years after 
bilateral hip prosthesis



The Zurich prosthesis, produced by Kyon and used in our 
Hospital, represents the state of the art in dog prosthesis, 
using the best materials available today in human prosthetics, 
such as titanium, the cup insert in PEEK, much more resistant 
to polyethylene wear, head ceramic and titanium coating in 
hydroxyapatite, a natural bone component, for permanent 
bone integration even after a few months. The use of special 
screws (Pc-fix) for the immediate fixation of the femoral stem 
allows the dog to use the leg immediately after the operation. 
Under normal conditions, the duration of this prosthesis is for 
the life of the dog.

Convalescence 
The intervention is 
very well tolerated by 
the dog. 

The hospitalisation after the 
prosthesis surgery is usually 
24 hours. The dog is operated 
on the day of admission and 

is discharged on the following day, already able to walk. 
The surgical intervention is performed on one hip per 
time and after a few months, the other hip may be 
treated if indicated. 
The convalescence consists in keeping the dog under 
control for two months, always bringing it outside on a 
leash, without leaving it free and avoiding letting it play 
with other dogs. A mild tranquilizer is also given to 
make him better tolerate the forced rest. 

Complications 

Complications are minimized if the recommended 
convalescence is followed. In 4% of cases, dislocation of 
the prosthesis is possible in the first two months after 
surgery, and this may require a small surgical operation; 
to avoid surgery, keep the dog on a leash when brought 
out, and avoid slippery surfaces in the home, covering 
them with carpets. After two months, joint capsule 
healing stabilizes the joint and dislocation can no longer 
occur, except in the case of severe trauma. In 1% of 
cases an infection can occur, usually due to the licking 
of the wound in the first few days, which must be 
avoided by applying the Elizabethan collar for two 
weeks. However, all complications can be solved with a 
new procedure.
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WELLBEING FINALLY REDISCOVERED 
A dog with bilateral osteoarthritis of the hips for dysplasia or for other reasons, 
before openly manifesting serious difficulties to walk and getting up from sitting, 
can hide for years his condition by trying to shift the weight on the front legs, 
exploiting the muscles of his back, keeping his head low and running like a 
rabbit, with both hind legs together, and resting often. Dogs with chronic pain 
hardly complain, as is the case with sudden and unexpected pain; they know 
they have it and look for protective behaviors to feel less pain. The best 
demonstration that a dog suffers from chronic pain is to observe its behaviour 
after successful elimination of his pain and of the pain cause with effective 
treatment. After hip replacement surgery, for example, the striking and 
unequivocal change in dog behaviour, which changes from apathy and laziness 
to hyperactivity and euphoria, in a climate of rediscovered youth, makes it clear 
in all its substance the chronic pain that previously plagued him for his arthritis, 
and his rediscovered well-being after having removed the pain with joint 
prosthesis.


